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The Toronto region’s transportation infrastructure – in particular, the plans for regional transit
expansion – is quickly turning into one of the biggest issues in this year’s municipal election.
The need to address this issue is clear: as highlighted in the 2010 edition of Toronto as a Global City:
Scorecard on Prosperity , the average commute time in the Toronto region is 80 minutes round-trip and
falls behind all of our global competitors. As well, by 2031, our region’s population is expected to grow
by about 50%, with at least an additional one million cars on the road. This population influx will make
commutes ever longer, if we don’t act now.
Thankfully, there is a regional transportation plan already in place. In November 2008, Metrolinx
passed The Big Move, a 25-year, $50- billion investment plan aimed at transforming the Greater Toronto
and Hamilton Area (GTHA) and helping the region overcome decades of under-investment. Toronto
Board of Trade members cite improving Toronto’s transportation infrastructure as their top priority.
But, before talking about The Big Move, it is important to understand the players and initiatives
involved that will help build the Toronto region of the future:

Metrolinx: the regional transportation body, created by the Government of Ontario. Metrolinx has
produced a 25-year, $50-billion regional transportation plan called The Big Move that, once built, will
expand transportation infrastructure throughout the GTHA, providing greater options for travel across
the region. Metrolinx also operates GO Transit.
The Big Move: a comprehensive regional plan developed by Metrolinx to address expanding transit
infrastructure in the GTHA. It will address the region’s need for enhanced regional transit
infrastructure, to improve mobility throughout the region and ease traffic congestion. In addition to a
public transit strategy, The Big Move also encompasses a goods movement strategy, a bike-sharing
program, an integrated fare card system and an electronic information system for travellers, among
other elements.
MoveOntario 2020: an $11.5-billion initiative of the provincial government to fund the expansion of
public transit in the GTHA. Most of the funds under this program have now been committed to the
construction of the initial Metrolinx projects.
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There are numerous municipal transit systems, such as the TTC, York Region Transit (VIVA),
Brampton Transit, Oakville Transit and Durham Region Transit to name a few, operating across the
GTHA. These systems operate mainly within their own municipalities, with service and routes
primarily for and within that municipality.
Transit City: a TTC initiative consisting of eight (including the Scarborough RT line) new streetcar
lines, that will run on dedicated right of way tracks, solely within the city of Toronto. Transit City
lines are incorporated into Metrolinx's The Big Move. Construction is beginning on some of these
lines, under the supervision of Metrolinx, as a result of funds from the provincial and federal
governments.

To date, The Big Move has been funded entirely by the provincial and federal governments. MoveOntario
2020, announced by the McGuinty government in June 2007, has provided approximately $12 billion in
seed money to get Metrolinx started. However, the 2010 Budget announced the delay of at least $4
billion of this seed money, putting the schedule for building some projects in doubt.
Now is the time for our municipal leaders to become engaged in this issue. With the federal and
provincial governments facing huge deficits, at $49 billion and $21 billion respectively, these
governments are being forced to examine how to contain their spending, leaving little room for
significant new funds for the construction of Metrolinx’s plan.
Because of their large deficits, neither the federal nor provincial government will likely be able to
provide significantly more funds in the near term. The onus is then on Metrolinx to find new sources of
revenue dedicated to funding the Toronto region’s transit expansion. The funding delay announced in
the 2010 Budget underlines the critical need to find dedicated revenue sources to fund The Big Move.

Metrolinx must present a comprehensive investment strategy for financing the entire regional plan by
June 1, 2013.
Based on Metrolinx’s figures, we need to find $2 billion per year over the next 25 years (an
additional $50 billion) to build our regional vision. This figure does not include the operation and
maintenance costs needed for our newly expanded transportation infrastructure.
To move ahead at the needed pace and to ensure a steady stream of funds, the majority must come from
new sources of revenue that are dedicated to funding this infrastructure expansion. There are many
ways to achieve this target, and we must move ahead with this necessary public discussion.
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In November 2009, the Board launched its VoteToronto2010.com website and a discussion paper
entitled Vote Toronto 2010: Framework for a Better City. With the upcoming release of its latest
discussion paper, The Move Ahead, the Board will frame its second campaign theme “Growing the City’s
and Region’s Economy.”
In The Move Ahead, we will discuss the many revenue tools available to Metrolinx and begin the
discussion we all – residents, businesses, politicians and candidates – must have on how we will build
for our future. It is time for this discussion to take place and for our region to move ahead.

